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29th November 2019 
 
 

 
Happy Friday everyone! 
 
I'm Alasdair, your host for this commute/ride/next little bit of your precious 
spare time. I'm a Hugo and BFS finalist pop culture writer and this is what the 
inside of my head looks like this week. So, here's what we do here; every 
Friday, around 5, you get all the focused squee of my week in pop culture. 
Think of it, to borrow and modify a term from the amazing Sarah Gailey, as 
thingyelling. I like things, I enjoy stuff and my cultural taste is pretty broad, 
while my attitude is positive, inclusive and analytical. Hence, thingyelling. 
 
If you like what you read, the archive and sign up link are here. Please share it 
but if you do please tell folks how to subscribe and where you got it. Also if 
you like what I do and want to assist me in remaining conscious, why not buy 
me a coffee?. 

Contents! Your moment is here! 

 
 

 

 
 

https://twitter.com/gaileyfrey
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a0e2b590b7db9ab7d2927942c&id=081050ec85
https://ko-fi.com/alasdair
https://ko-fi.com/alasdair
https://ko-fi.com/alasdair
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Torchwood: The Vigil 
 
 

 
Toshiko Sato (Naoko Mori) and Sebastian Vaughan (Hugh Skinner) are 
recruited into Torchwood at the same time. Toshiko, Tosh to her friends, is 
diligent, perceptive, hard-working, intuitive and socially awkward. Sebastian is 
a two-gun Tory-boy, jumping sideways and on fire into battle not because he 
wants to but because it looks awesome and he is ALWAYS down for the 
bants. 
 
Sebastian is dead. Tosh is sitting vigil over his body with his mother Madeline 
(Lucy Robinson). None of them are going to have a quiet night. 
 
Lou Morgan is one of those authors whose work is always worth reading. It 
turns out, it's also always worth listening to as this, her first audio drama, is a 
high watermark for the series. It uses the favored form Big Finish like (One 
character, small cast, small location count) and proceeds to not only kick a 
hole in the speaker, pull the plug and jet but tell a story that has uncommon 
resonance too. 
 
This is Torchwood at it's best, a series where science fiction is used to shine a 
spotlight onto the worst excesses of UK psychology and culture. In this case 
it's the cheerily sociopathic aristocratic classes, embodied in Hugh Skinner's 
gloriously monstrous Sebastian. You can almost smell the rugger pitch on him, 
see the old school tie and the twinkling bulldog eyes of someone who has 
been trained not only to expect everything but get it too. It would have been so 
easy for him to go full Giles Wemmbley-Hogg (Two ms, two gs), but neither 
Morgan or Skinner do that. Time and again Sebastian shows flashes of 
humanity only for them to be subsumed by his monstrous entitlement, possible 
racism and arrogance. Even his eventual fate turns on this particular dime, 
choosing his final moments in the story to do something if not irredeemable 
then certainly far less gracious than you'd expect from a man of his breeding.  
 
But this is a story that belongs to the women. Lucy Robinson's Madeline is 
arch but again never parodic. She's incredibly proud of her family, furious at 
Tosh for having the temerity to be alive and quietly in pieces over the death of 
her son. The final scenes are all her and they give the story a raw, realistic 
edge that the show aimed for a lot in its early years but very rarely achieved. 
 
That brings us to Tosh. Arguably the least well-served character in the original 

https://twitter.com/LouMorgan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-JAdk_vgx0


series, she's blossomed through these audio releases and this is her strongest 
turn yet. Naoko Mori brings a quiet core of steel to the role, doggedly pursuing 
the truth as well as working around and with Sebastian's institutionalized 
racism and sexism. Tosh is no one's victim either and as the story continues, 
the flashbacks that explain Sebastian's death really dive into that. She was, by 
far, one of the best officers Torchwood had, from the get go and this is one of 
her finest hours. Typically for Tosh, it goes unremarked but that doesn't make 
it any less true. 
 
Morgan and director Lisa Bowerman have created a subtle, nuanced audio 
driven story here that puts so many things under the microscope. The 
fundamental, profoundly damaging fetish the UK has for posh idiots who 
sound like they know what they're doing, the endemic racism and sexism in so 
many workplaces, the emotional constipation of upper class families and the 
simple, quiet horror of dealing with a great job and bad workmates. Wrapped 
up in all this is an all-time great story for a fan favorite, a profoundly clever 
piece of drama and some truly glorious, acerbic dialogue. An absolute highlight 
of a fiercely strong range and a great jumping on point for the show as a 
whole. 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
A perfect 41 second horror story 

 
 

 
 
 

 

https://www.tiktok.com/@ourlastbraincell/video/6762313212227587334


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Kindness of Sleep 
Doctor Sleep is the kindest horror movie I've seen this decade. It's also the 
most artful, complex piece of Western cinema in years, simultaneously 
honoring Kubrick's laborious foreboding and King's original text while 
consciously saying something different to both. This isn't a movie where death 
is a villain. Here, death is a companion, and the kindness with which you treat 
it says everything about you. 
 
The villains of the piece are The True Knot, a group of immortal 
pseudo-vampires who feed off 'smoke', the psychic energy of humans. They're 
a ragtag bunch, led by a predatory and precise Rebecca Ferguson as Rose 
The Hat. Rose likes being alive. Rose is terrified of death and every victim they 
take, every time the True Knot feed, is a feral, desperate scramble that's one 
part orgy to one part lions at a carcass. This is where the movie shows its 
literal teeth, especially in the most carefully shot scene where a young boy 
(Jacob Tremblay) is captured, tortured and ripped apart by them. It's horrifying 
and brutal, an unforgivable obscenity of a crime that powers the entire second 
half of the movie and defines the True Knot's evil. That evil lies in the fact their 
goal and plan are one and the same; live long and damn anyone else. Their 
true motivation is revealed when their oldest member, Grandpa Flick, dies. 
Rose holds him and as the shaking old man evaporates, reminds him of the 
kingdoms he ruled and the lives he dominated. A legendary monarch, now 
dust and long forgotten in his feral RV convoy, prowling the empty back roads 
of America. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BOzFZxB-8cw


 

 
 

 

 
That reaction, comforting Flick by reminding him of the blood on his hands, 
says everything about the True Knot. It also gives Danny Torrence (Ewan 
McGregor) something to push against, the Good Fight he desperately needs. 
The son of Jack Torrence is still tormented by the Overlook's ghosts and 
Roger Dale Floyd does a great job as the terrified kid in the early scenes, 
slowly learning his powers. Likewise Carl Lumbly standing in for Scatman 
Cruthers as Tom, the kind old cook who died at the Overlook and Danny's 
conscience. 
 
Tom has a lot of work to do. As an adult, Danny is an alcoholic drug addict, 
watched patiently by the kind old man who died defending him. Finally, he 
runs, literally from himself and ends up in New Hampshire. The scene that 
follows, as Danny is befriended by Cliff Curtis' Billy Freeman, was the first of 
several moments the movie brought me to tears. There's this careful honesty 
to the men's friendship, the negotiation of bruises neither can acknowledge but 
both can see. It's carried still further by Bruce Greenwood's cameo as Danny's 
AA meeting leader and eventual employer. All three men are known for roles 
which have either been macho or suffered at the hands of macho. Here, all 
three are careful, kind, helpful. None less masculine for it either. 
 
But it's Danny's attitude towards Death which really makes the movie sing. For 
Rose it's the map of what to avoid. For Danny it's the territory he lives on. His 
job, the titular Doctor Sleep, is as a night porter in the local hospice. He takes it 
on himself to help those who are about to pass on do so, reminding them not 
of the damage they wrought but the manner in which they were loved. Rose 
reminds Grandpa Flick of the mark he's gouged on the world. Danny reminds 
his charges of the things they built for the people coming after them. He knows 
death isn't the end, but he also knows it's a destination that everyone must 



travel to before moving on. As a result, his friendship with Abra Stone (A scene 
stealing turn by Kyliegh Curran) takes on a very different tone. Rose guards 
those who maimed the past. Danny uses his past to safeguard an immensely 
powerful young woman who will build the future. In doing so, his journey also 
honors King, Kubrick, Nicholson, Duvall and Lloyd from the originals. But most 
of all, it finishes with him back where he needs to be; a scared and deeply 
brave kid, reunited at last with the mother whose life he saved and who saved 
him.  
 
Doctor Sleep is an immensely complex story that never forgets the simple, 
awful, reassuring truth at its core. We're all going in the same direction. 
Everything we do before we get there matters. It's a vastly respectful, kind, 
deeply sweet and very moving horror movie. Please see it when it hits home 
release. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
'Take,THAT, Bembridge Scholars!' 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Saving The Man of Tomorrow 
My favorite Son of Krypton is back in the news. Henry Cavill has made it clear 
there's still things he wants to do with the role, Warners have mumbled 
something about an important call on the other line and then made vague 
noises about trying to make Superman more 'relevant'. This has, 
understandably, led to the sort of howls of derision normally reserved for Joss 
Whedon reminding everyone how totes feminist he is. It's not been a good 

https://twitter.com/ericfell/status/1194180485129199619
https://www.tiktok.com/@jensenavenger/video/6762272193092128005
https://www.themarysue.com/warner-bros-confused-about-supermans-relevancy/


look. 
 
It's also not a conversation that's entirely needed. The truth is, Superman has 
never been more relevant. He's an undocumented migrant raised in Kansas 
who grow up surrounded by the 56.16% of the state's population that voted in 
the most violently anti-anyone but him President in modern history. Plus he's a 
journalist, the only sub group said President and his supporters hate even 
more than people who are different colours, religions, or who look 'funny'. In 
other words, Clark Kent is an open door to the sort of complex, necessary and 
difficult conversation pop culture is very good at having with itself. So while it's 
good they maybe don't want him to be an Ayn Randian murderer anymore, 
Warner Bros really need to buy several clues from the clue store. A clue store 
that just so happens to have a franchise below! 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The Michael B. Jordan Effect 
 
 

 
Michael B. Jordan is one of those actors whose work never fails to be good. If 
you've seen Fruitvale Station, you'll know how good he is at dialing it down. If 
you've seen Black Panther, you'll know how good he is at turning it up. 
Fantastic Four, Creed, Fahrenheit 451, while Jordan hasn't always done good 
movies, he's always been good in the movies he's done. Word is (Avoid the 
racist cesspit comments for the love of God), he's pitched an idea for the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2016_United_States_presidential_election_in_Kansas
https://www.denofgeek.com/uk/movies/superman/68804/michael-b-jordan-has-pitched-a-superman-movie


character to Warners. On the one hand, great! On the other, he's busy for the 
next several years.  
 
Most importantly, this is a 'do it right or don't do it at all' situation. While rumor 
is Jordan pitched something based on Calvin Ellis, an alternate Earth 
Superman who is also the US President, whichever version of the character 
would have to be informed by cultural elements that white viewers would not 
find familiar. This is an objectively very, very good thing because diversity and 
inclusion are how we evolve as a species. But as the always excellent 
Stitch pointed out a few years ago, the environment this would happen in is the 
textbook definition of non-permissive. Which isn't to say it can't or shouldn't 
be done. It can and it should and shows like RedWing demonstrate how. Get 
the right creatives aboard, trust them, get out of their way and let a unique take 
on a classic story happen. You want to make the character relevant? Do 
something daring with him, and hand it over to one of the best actors on the 
planet. 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Halt and Catch Falling Loises 
(PLEASE DON'T KILL THESE TWO PERFECT IDIOTS IN CRISIS, THANK YOU 

BYE) 
 
So, much as I love Smallville (SAAAAVE MEEEEEEE!) they're here not to 
advocate for a return to the show but as a place holder. Because if you want to 
make Clark relevant you don't do that on the big screen, you do it on the small 

https://superman.fandom.com/wiki/Calvin_Ellis
https://superman.fandom.com/wiki/Calvin_Ellis
https://stitchmediamix.com/2015/08/07/dear-comic-fans-we-get-it-youre-racist-and-racebending-scares-you/
https://stitchmediamix.com/2015/08/07/dear-comic-fans-we-get-it-youre-racist-and-racebending-scares-you/
https://twitter.com/RedWingPod
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=greTJhHhiHk


one. Literally. 
 
Start them as podcasters running a current affairs show. Both gifted, both 
young, both gloriously, differently stupid and both broke as Hell. Have Pete 
Ross run it, have the other Planet correspondents cameo as other staffers. 
They're all younger, all working their asses off and all broke. as. HELL. They 
live in the city of tomorrow; they live somewhere that has an actual honest to 
God superhero and under an administration that has all but declared war on 
him and they eat noodles three times a week and can barely make rent. 
 
How do they keep the company going? What happens when Lois gets asked 
to join the Daily Planet? What happens when LexCorp 'accidentally' shuts off 
the power to their building? Or the LexCorp lab at the end of the block blows 
up and a green rain falls that puts Clark in the hospital? Explore how these 
people live with and around each other as their own bosses in a city that 
doesn't care about them but they care desperately for. They KNOW they're 
good enough to change the world if they just got the chance. 
 
And at the end of the first season, you have them faced with a choice. Let the 
Planet buy them our or let Lex sponsor them for the rest of their lives, in return 
for the odd...favor. 
 
It gets that Halt and Catch Fire/Start-Up vibe. It allows you to do old school 
Superman punching slum landlords stories and social justice exploration 
through the lens of a city building itself into the future, and the canvas of a 
superhero learning who he can be. 

 

 

 

Super Family Assemble! 
Look at these adorable nerds, LOOK AT THEM! Melissa Benoist has been the 
anchor of what's comfortably the best DCU TV show there is (Love you, Beebo 



but even you sit down) for five seasons and the show works precisely because 
the showrunners get the character. Characters, as Lois and Clark are now 
semi-regular guests with rumors of their own spin-off in the works. 
 
Put. Them. On.The. Big. Screen like at least two other CW shows should have 
been years ago. Like Chris Evans as Captain America, Tyler Hoechlin and 
Melissa Benoist exude the fundamental goodness and calm of their characters. 
Better still, they both bring the lightness of touch the characters desperately 
need and, God love 'em, the Warners movies got for the whole last 10 minutes 
of Justice League. Clark and Kara are the perfect combination of cornball, goof 
and golden retriever. They're country kids raised with profoundly old fashioned 
and yet still inclusive values who think people should be nice and help one 
another. In anyone else's hands, it would be corny. Here, it plays absolutely 
real. Plus, as this wonderful sequence, neither one of them are afraid of having 
a little fun every now and again... 
 
Word is that a Clark and Lois show based pretty closely on the extremely 
fun SuperSons comic and their current domestic life is in the works and that's 
going to make a particular strand of fan (Of which I am one), very happy. But 
that's not the point here. 
The point is that a systemic failure of imagination has meant that a character 
who is universally relatable has been a glowering murder pectoral for 1.75 
movies. Somehow the idea of someone who is strong, good and kind feels 
alien to the studio even in the post-Steve Rogers world we live in. That 
saddens me more than I can say, but the fact that ideas ranging from Jordan's 
take to the SuperSons are being considered means there really are grounds for 
hope. And that, more than anything else, is what Superman excels at. Hope, in 
the darkest hours and the reassurance not just of his strength, but of our own. 
That, more than anything else, is what we need in popular culture in Keanu19. 
Which means, far from him being irrelevant, this truly is the last Son of 
Krypton's moment. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rmzEFcBf52o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rmzEFcBf52o
https://twitter.com/ashleylynch/status/1199531148629594113


 
 

 

 

Signal Boosting 
The amazing Claire Rousseau talks the books she wants to read by the end of 
the year! 
 
New Al Kennedy podcast! Desert Island Discworld is equal parts Pratchett fan 
show, interview and biography series and Al being amazing as usual. Check 
out the first episode, with Kieron Gillen, here. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
● Barnes & Noble for book and comic related pieces. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_t1QWlelxQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_t1QWlelxQ
https://www.desertislanddiscworld.com/
https://www.desertislanddiscworld.com/
https://www.desertislanddiscworld.com/episodes/1-1-kieron-gillen-and-small-gods/
https://www.desertislanddiscworld.com/episodes/1-1-kieron-gillen-and-small-gods/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/blog/sci-fi-fantasy/author/alasdairstuart/


● DrivethruRPG for my RPG back catalogue 
● PseudoPod for stories which, I promise you, are true. 
● Escape Pod, where I host the monthly Flashback Friday slot taking 

another look at an older story.  
● SciFi Bulletin for all your Doctor Who audio and occasional ambulatory 

dead folks needs. 

And of course, here's my Ko-Fi. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
This is such a quintessentially Lin-Manuel Mirandian moment that the BBC instantly 

posted it as a clip. I approve wholeheartedly.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.drivethrurpg.com/browse.php?keywords=alasdair+stuart&x=0&y=0&author=&artist=&pfrom=&pto=
http://pseudopod.org/
http://escapepod.org/
http://escapepod.org/?s=flashback+friday
https://scifibulletin.com/?s=alasdair+stuart
https://ko-fi.com/C0C36EOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y9w6KdA_qa8


 

Where You Can Find Me This 
Week 

At the blog! 

● "There was an idea..."-Strange and wonderful nonfic things are seeming 
to be about to be afoot... 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Signing Off/Playing Out 
Escape Artists Podcast Network? Don't mind if you do! It's all free today 
and...forever. It's all free forever. Because we Love You. 
 
Also check out the Team KennerStuart instagram. This week! Pit Boss! A 
haircut! A selfie! A rag! A bone! A hank of hair (WARNING: May not contain rag, 
bone or hank of hair) 

  
Like what I do? Please dop something in the jar. Thanks:) 
 
Another one down. Hydrate, sunshine, exercise, take some time for you and 
defend it with your life. I'll see you back here in seven. 
 
Playing us out this week? Mr B The Gentlemen Rhymer's exuberant Not Being 
Invited, which actually made me bust up laughing in the street this week. 
Thank you sir, I needed that. And you need this, know why? 

 
 

 
 

https://alasdairstuart.com/2019/11/16/my-genre-non-fiction-fever-dream/
http://escapeartists.net/
https://www.instagram.com/kennerstuart/?hl=en
https://ko-fi.com/alasdair
https://mrbthegentlemanrhymer.bandzoogle.com/


 

 

 
 

Because it's a Full Lid. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Don53dPspHI

